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" With a relatively small amount of water, all of the world's 
water is called to mind and it is water that provides the life blood for 
meaning in Architecture " 
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Water is not merely (H20) Chemical substance, 
"Water is a living thing, hence it is aspects may be deep and serene and smooth; 
it may be vast and ocean-like, winding and circling. It may be oily and shiny, may 
spout like a fountain, shooting and splashing; it may come from a place rich in 
springs and may flow a far. It may form water falls rising up against the sky or 
dashing down to the deep earth, it may delight, the fishermen, making the trees 
and grass joyful, it may be charming in the company of mist and clouds or gleam 
radiantly, reflecting the sunlight in the valley. Such are the living aspects of 
water." 
(Moore.C, 1995,p.l7) 
In essence of the above quotation, 
Water is the medium of creating life of- one cell to a complex human being. Observing 
the physical nature of water we can identify the entirely different categories. It means 
that, it can be vapor liquid or ice. Hence the pattern of the water is different. It can be 
flowing, suddenly falling down, sometimes create water waves, sometimes calm and 
reflective. 
"The presence of water, thus gives identity to the land and the legend of the 
changeable thing. So it expresses different qualities. In steam it can be cloud or 
mist, invisible or visible. As a liquid it can be sea, river, waterfall or man made 
channel or lake. Deluge presents the 'lost ofplace' as a great flood. Although it is 
the opposite of the place, water belongs intimately to living reality. As a fertilizer 
it even becomes a symbol of life. " 
(Norberg-Schultz, 1984,p.27) 
Considering the above observation it cannot be categorized as an unimportant material. 
Because it not only important as a life giver but also important to human reactions. 
Especially the human movement creates by water allover the history, such as creating 
human settlement and parallel movement because of the leaner form of water. 
Considering the architectural creations, it also bound with movement of human being. If 
the movement is strong and it is bound with the environment can be defined as a great 
architecture. 
V 
Water is contain two third of the world. It is available every where as a natural resource. 
We can clearly identify these two can engage together smoothly. Because water has vast 
expressive rang. So it is most powerful element acting as a creator of imagination and 
because of that creation of human movement. But now a day in architecture field most 
probably doesn't use this powerful water for enhancing specially the interconnection of 
spaces. It is in hidden in the field of architecture. 
CRITICALITY 
Architecture as an expressive media, it is the combination of series of spaces through a 
particular rhythm of a human movement. It depends on the different expressions of the 
spaces. It means, expression is the way of communication between two different physical 
modes and it is the path for movement. For this communication, designers use different 
communicating methods such as materials, colouring, elements, water etc. So water as 
the best expressive media it can be silently play a valuable role for this engagement. 
Most of the architect however at present they use water only for aesthetic satisfaction. So 
it doesn't link coherently with spaces and it is disturb the quality of space. It can be 
mislead the feeling of a human about a space and can be disturb spatial progression of a 
design. 
In other words in each and every space there is a meaning, human is respond to this 
meaning through his movement. This is what an architect should respond. Even though, if 
usage of water misleads the idea of space, architectural expressions and communication 
should be destroy. So there is a problem here because it could destroy the man's deep-
rooted need of sense of belonging of a particular understanding of a space and special 
progression. 
CAUSES 
There might be several causes. The reason is the lack of knowledge of architects, about 
the expressions of water and spatial progression. The second one is the architect doesn't 
consider value of water as the creator of movement. So they doesn't give a priority to 
water. Thirdly they haven't enough knowledge about the mechanism of application, the 
engagement of water and spatial progression in architecture. 
vi 
Second point is base for this study as a cause we can understand, they consider other 
component than water. They only use water for aesthetic way. They don't think to 
highlight the expressive quality through that the creation of human movement, spatial 
progression. 
Therefore, this dissertation gives a clear idea to use expressive quality of water for 
enhancing expressive quality of a space and rhythm of the inter connection of spaces and 
highlight the importance of the water as the best amplifier of rhythmic human movement, 
spatial progression. 
REMEDIES 
Architecture as an art it is also an expressive media. Specially the movement of human 
being through the built form in a particular rhythm can be identify as emotions created in 
a human mind because of the expressions of built form. But now a day water and 
architecture is separated because Architects have knowledge about water and 
architecture, separately. They think water is only a object can be use as enhancing the 
quality of one single space. But they don't consider applying this coherently in designing 
sequence of spaces, it means the spatial progression. They use water only for esthetic 
satisfaction. But it can be use for real mental satisfaction because it has deep expressions. 
INTENTION OF THE STUDY 
So this dissertation hopes to discuss importance of water to amplify the rhythm of the 
human movement, it means the spatial progression and to bound nature with the built 
form using the expressions of water. 
METHODOLOGY 
As water is a vast subject area linked with many fields and professions such as urban 
planning, Designing, Architecture, management etc. In this particular study it has been 
seen the bond of architecture and water. 
Vll 
However architecture can be analyzed in several ways; through the language used or in 
more simply the vocabulary of language that is form and space or the interrelations 
moment through the building, spatial progression etc. 
This detailed discussion may give a more clear, strong visualization of the enhancement 
of spatial progression through the expressions of the water. 
Because spatial progression should be the process, engage spaces together and create 
great architecture. So water can be act the main character for this engagement because 
it's vast symbolic expressive quality. Studying these two together is the reaching to create 
great architecture through unthinkable water. 
In order to examine the validity of the engagement that is orchestration on of space 
through the expressions of the water. 
In this sense it is examined, 
(a) Firstly focussing towards architecture, Space as Protagonist in Architecture. How 
orchestrate these spaces together, mechanism spatial progression, how it happens. 
What are the supports to the spatial progression. 
(b) Secondly unusual reality of water. It means the universal concepts of water 
expressions specially the Rasa and understands the water expressions through the 
characters of water. 
(c) Finally understand, relationship of between spatial progression and expression of 
water through the theories, examples and the quotations as a part one. Then as the 
second part analyses selected case studies according to the cross section of private 
to public. 
Public - as a recreational - hotels- Triton hotel, tropical villa 
Private- as a basic unit as houses-
House at Palawatta, by Archt. Benard Gomez. Diyabubula 
at Dabulla. 
vii\ 
First try to understand the spatial progression of the building through the episodes Finally 
analysis how water expression enhance the human movement, the enhancement of spatial 
progression. This is the best linkage of expression of water link to architecture 
